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Applicability to MPO Committees
•

Chapter 286, Florida Statutes, includes broad range
of who is subject to Sunshine Laws:
•

•
•

“…any board or commission of any state agency or
authority or any agency or authority of any county,
municipal corporation, or political subdivision…”

Adhering to the Sunshine Law included in MPO
Committee Bylaws
County Attorney has confirmed applicability of the
Sunshine Law to MPO Committees

State Attorney General Review
The State Attorney General has provided an opinion on whether
MPO Citizens Advisory Committees are subject to the Sunshine
Law provisions
Response to a request from the Hillsborough MPO to the
Attorney General in 2006:
“This office has previously concluded that citizens' advisory
committees appointed by an MPO are subject to the provisions
of section 286.011, Florida Statutes, Florida’s "Government in
the Sunshine Law."[1] Such a requirement would also apply to
any other boards or commissions or subcommittees formed by
an MPO to carry out official business, such as a JCAC.”

Scope of the Sunshine Law
•

The law is equally applicable to elected and appointed boards
and has been applied to any gathering of two or more
members of the same board to discuss some matter which
will foreseeably come before that board for action. There are
three basic requirements of section 286.011, Florida Statutes:
(1) meetings of public boards or commissions must be
open to the public;
(2) reasonable notice of such meetings must be given; and
(3) minutes of the meetings must be taken and promptly
recorded.

Conflict of Interest

What the Sunshine Law Means
•

•

•

Ensures all meetings of boards and committees are open to
the public to promote credibility, trust, and fairness by
allowing citizens to be informed of their government’s
decision-making processes.
Members do not engage in private telephone conversations,
written correspondence, e-mails, text messages or other
electronic communications with committee members to
discuss matters that may come before the committee;
Applies to discussions and deliberations of boards and
commissions, whether formal or informal, which relate to the
affairs and duties of the board or commission (meaning not
just agenda-specific items).

What it means to you
Do:
• Comply with the State’s Sunshine Law.
• Disclose that a potential conflict exists, and recuse himself/herself
from voting.

Do not:
• Discuss current agenda items or other matters that may foreseeably
come before the CAC for action with other CAC Members outside of a
noticed meeting.
• Discuss an issue with a CAC Member who has identified a potential
conflict of interest.

•

•

In Conclusion, based on MPO Bylaws and opinions from
the County Attorney and State Attorney General, the
Palm Beach MPO CAC, and other committees, are subject
to the Sunshine Law and are responsible for adhering to
the law.
The Florida Bar has published an in-depth guide of the
Sunshine Law which can be viewed here:
www.floridabar.org/DIVCOM/PI/RHandbook01.nsf
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