
Status of 2016 Palm Beach MPO/ 
FDOT Recommendations Response 

1) Public Participation: The MPO should 
continue to investigate and implement 
proactive methods to engage 
traditionally underserved members of 
the population. 

• In early 2016, the PB-MPO issued its first electronic newsletter, 
Transportation Matters, which is distributed via email and 
posted to the MPO website. Through the website, the 
newsletter can be viewed in many languages using the Google 
Translate feature.  Seventeen issues were distributed in 2016 
and may be viewed at the following link: 
http://www.palmbeachmpo.org/transportation-matters 

• Newspaper display ads are translated into Spanish and 
published in a free weekly Spanish paper seeking public review, 
comment and participation for major documents and 
amendments, and to promote participation in all quarterly 
Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board 
meetings 

• The PB-MPO website includes the Google language translate 
feature, as well as font size adjustments for the visually 
impaired 

• Newspaper ads are placed in the Palm Beach Post, the primary 
newspaper for the county, to seek public review, comment and 
participation for major documents and amendments, and to 
promote participation in all quarterly Transportation 
Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board meetings. The vast 
majority of these ads are display ads, prominently placed in the 
main sections of the newspaper. Classified ads are only used for 
routine amendments such as the roll-forward where public 
impact and input is of minor significance.  

• The PB-MPO works closely with local media for routine 
reporting on the transportation system and opportunities for 
the public to become involved. 

• The PB-MPO has expanded its social media presence in an 
attempt to educate and engage residents with computer or 
smart phone access.   

2) Public Participation: The MPO should 
document coordination with the FDOT 
Public Involvement Handbook (Statewide 
Public Involvement Plan) in addition to its 
well defined regional efforts. 

Regarding a new/ revised draft chapter for the FDOT Public 
Involvement Handbook: 
• PB-MPO responded to survey and made several suggestions 

and requests for clarification 
• Two PB-MPO staff members participated in a conference call on 

12/22/2016 to review and comment on survey findings 
• The PB-MPO is in the process of a major update to its Public 

Participation Plan, including a scheduled FDOT and agency 
review before Governing Board adoption. It is being written in 
accordance with the FDOT Public Involvement Handbook.  

3) Public Involvement: The MPO should 
transmit its annual assessment of its 
public involvement activities to the 

The 2016 Public Involvement Plan Summary is provided as a 
separate document which consists of a table extracted from the 
adopted PIP titled, “Public Outreach Strategies, Plans, Objectives 

http://www.palmbeachmpo.org/transportation-matters


Department once completed. The 
performance measures and related goals 
and objectives should be established 
prior to initiating each public 
involvement effort in order to manage 
expectations.  

and Goals” with sections for both “Local” and “Regional” 
applications. An additional column has been added to the table that 
summaries 2016 activities for each item. 
Also included is a 2016 Year-in-Review graphical representation of 
major public outreach activities and adopted documents and 
products.    

4) Significant Public Comments in Final 
TIP and LRTP: The MPO should work with 
FDOT to jointly agree on methods to 
most effectively incorporate a summary 
of significant public comments in the final 
TIP and LRTP. These agreed upon 
methods should be added to the MPO’s 
PIP/PPP. 

The PB-MPO conducted a survey in multiple languages during 
development of its 2040 LRTP, with open-ended questions seeking 
feedback. All responses and comments were categorized and 
included in the document. 
 
Appendix A, p. 216 of the Directions 2040 LRTP Main Document 
includes a page of public comments that were received in response 
to the Draft Executive Summary.  
 
Public comments in response to the TIP historically have been 
addressed in the meeting minutes of the MPO Governing Board and 
its advisory committees where the TIP has been considered for 
recommendation or adoption.  

5) Tribal Coordination: As future uses of 
Tribal lands adjacent to the MPO 
boundaries could impact the MPO’s 
decision making process, the MPO should 
formulate policy that addresses 
coordination with said tribe’s governing 
body(ies). 

There are no inhabited tribal lands in Palm Beach County. 

6) Title VI: The MPO is applauded for 
taking steps that should make access to 
the metropolitan planning process more 
inclusive. The MPO should test the 
effectiveness of its efforts via an annual 
review of its Title VI Program. 

MPO staff annually reviews its Title VI and ADA Nondiscrimination 
Policy and Plan. The document remains current and the 
effectiveness of the MPO public participation programs increases 
annually and remain in compliance with the Policy and Plan. As a 
result of a successfully implemented plan, the MPO has never 
received any complaints of discrimination. 

8) UPWP: The MPO must ensure that the 
final invoice to close out the current 
UPWP is submitted to the Department no 
later than 8/30/2016 as no time 
extensions will be considered this cycle. 

The PB-MPO is committed to completing the invoicing process to 
close out the current UPWP per the defined schedule. 

9) Board and Committee Meeting Dates: 
The MPO Board should take into 
consideration deliverables and deadlines 
when scheduling the annual board and 
committee meeting dates 

MPO staff members maintain a spreadsheet throughout the year to 
schedule presentations, draft documents, etc. for review by the 
Governing Board and advisory committees as applicable in order to 
provide deliverables and meet all deadlines. 
The Palm Beach MPO Governing Board meeting schedule was 
adjusted from a July recess to an August recess so that the Priority 
List of Projects will be delivered to FDOT by the August 1, 2017 
deadline.  Future meetings will be adjusted accordingly. 

 


