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National Association of City 
Transportation Officials (NACTO) 

• NACTO is a 501(c)(3) non-profit association that 
represents large cities on transportation issues of 
local, regional, and national significance 

• NACTO facilitates the exchange of transportation 
ideas, insights, and best practices, while fostering a 
cooperative approach to key issues facing cities and 
metropolitan areas 

• www.nacto.org  

http://www.nacto.org/


NACTO Publications 



NACTO Urban Street Design Guide 



NACTO Urban Street Design Guide 

• Levels of Guidance 
• Critical Guidance are elements for which there is a strong 

consensus of absolute necessity 

• Recommended Features are elements for which there is a 
strong consensus of added value 

• Optional Features are elements that may vary across cities 
and may add value, depending on the situation 



NACTO Urban Street Design Guide 

• Yellow Highlights indicate the focus of each figure 



NACTO Urban Street Design Guide 

• Street Types 
• Downtown 1-Way Street 

• Downtown 2-Way Street 

• Downtown Thoroughfare 

• Neighborhood Main Street 

• Neighborhood Local Street 

• Yield Street 

• Boulevard 

• Residential Boulevard 

• Transit Corridor 

• Residential Shared Space 

• Commercial Shared Space 
 



NACTO Urban Street Design Guide 

• Street Design 
Elements 
• Lane Width 

• Sidewalks 

• Curb Extensions 

• Vertical Speed 
Control Elements 

• Transit Streets 

• Stormwater 
Management 



NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide 



NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide 

• FHWA supports 
design flexibility 
for bicycle and 
pedestrian 
facilities, 
including the 
NACTO Urban 
Bikeway Design 
Guide 



NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide 

• Key Features Included 
for Each Bikeway Type 
• Pictures 

• Renderings 

• Descriptions 

• Benefits 

• Illustrated Design 
Guidance 

• Required/ 
Recommended/ 
Optional 

• List of Example Cities 

 

 



NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide 

• Example 
Pictures of 
Bicycle 
Facilities 



NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide 

• Renderings 



NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide 

• Descriptions 
and Benefits 



NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide 

• Design 
Guidance 



NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide 

• Required, 
Recommended, 
and Optional 
design 
elements            
(one-way 
protected cycle 
track shown) 



NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide 

• List of 
Implementation 
Examples            
(one-way 
protected cycle 
track shown) 

 



NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide 

• Summary 
• Helps cities create bicycling infrastructure that is safe and 

enjoyable 

• Provides state-of-the-practice examples 

• Includes innovative renderings 

• Provides dimensions for key elements 

• Provides three levels of guidance 
• Required 

• Recommended 

• Optional 

 



 

Boston Complete Streets Design Guidelines 



Boston Complete Streets Design Guidelines 

 



Vision 



Vision 





Street Types 

 



Street Types 

• Example – 
Neighborhood 
Connector 





 



 



• Sidewalk 
Examples by 
Boston’s Street 
Types 

Sidewalk Zones 



• Features to Activate Sidewalks 
• Vibrant Street Wall 

• Green Walls 

• Plazas 

• Sidewalk Cafes 

• Building Entrances 

• Sidewalk Materials 
• Materials by Sidewalk Zones 

• Permeable Paving Materials 

• Greenscape 
• Street Trees 

• Vegetated Stormwater Management 

• Soils Selection and Management 

Other Elements in Sidewalk Chapter 



 



 



 



 







User Experiences 



Uncontrolled Location Crosswalks 



Rapid Flash Beacons 















Design Guidelines Presented to Date 

• Broward Complete Streets Guidelines 

• FDOT Plans Preparation Manual (PPM) 

• FDOT Greenbook 

• Chicago Complete Streets Guidelines 

• NACTO Urban Street Design Guide 

• NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide 

• Boston Complete Streets Design Guidelines 



 

Next Steps 
 


