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Decades of Decisions that Matter
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Pre-1977 
The Early Years

“It is always necessary to 
evaluate where you are and how 
you arrived before you project 

where you are going.”

-1964 MOA between Palm Beach 
County & State Road Department



In the early 1900’s, only the 
rich had cars but everyone 
had a horse…

and bicycles were competing 
for space in complete street 
projects.

Palm Beach
~1900

West Palm Beach ~1911
Photo Courtesy of : www.floridamemory.com

Photo Courtesy of : www.floridamemory.com

http://www.floridamemory.com/
http://www.floridamemory.com/


Early Planners Conducted a 42-mile US 1 Study

Photo Courtesy of : www.floridamemory.com

http://www.floridamemory.com/


Transportation was Safe, Efficient, Connected and Multimodal

Bus to West Palm Beach ~1920

Movable Bridge 
in Lake Worth

~1953

Turnpike 
System Map

~1964

Photo Courtesy of : www.floridamemory.com

Photo Courtesy of : www.floridamemory.com

http://www.floridamemory.com/
http://www.floridamemory.com/


And We Were Focused on Passenger Trains on the FEC

Jupiter West Palm Beach Lake Worth

Boynton Beach Belle Glade

FEC Engine in S Florida

All station photos ~1965Photos Courtesy of : www.floridamemory.com

http://www.floridamemory.com/
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1977-1997

A Time of 
Rapid Growth
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1977 MPO Brand and Board

First MPO Board Meeting – November 10, 1977

7 Member Governing Board:

• County (3)

• West Palm Beach (2)

• Boca Raton

• Boynton Beach

Chair: County Commissioner Lake Lytal

Photo Courtesy of : http://www.pbchistoryonline.org/page/lake-clarke-shores

http://www.pbchistoryonline.org/page/lake-clarke-shores


Population:
576,863
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First Year 2000 Transportation Plan in Florida

Major Projects and Programs
• Commence County Transit Service

• Connect I-95: PGA Blvd to Martin County

• Commence Regional Tri-Rail Service

• Expand connected arterials/collectors

LRTP Horizon 2000

Number of Projects 69

Total Cost of Projects $649M

1977 Trans. Plan
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CoTran: 1980 - 1996
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1980’s: Connecting the Region

I-95 Missing Link: 12/19/1987
Tri-Rail Starts: 1/9/1989
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1997-2017

A Time of 
Growth 

Management
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1997 MPO Brand and Board

• 17 Member Governing Board

• County (5)

• West Palm Beach (2)

• Boca Raton (2)

• Boynton Beach

• Delray Beach

• Lake Worth

• Chair: Commissioner Jeff Koons (1993-2008)

• Riviera Beach

• Palm Beach Gardens

• Jupiter

• Belle Glade

• Port of Palm Beach



Population:
1,131,184
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1997 Trans. Plan

Major Projects and Programs
• Improve County Transit Service

• Rebuild SR 80 with Flyovers

• Rebuild PGA Blvd with Flyover

• Connect I-95 to PBIA with Flyovers

• Expand connected arterials/collectors

LRTP Horizon 2015

Number of Projects 150

Total Cost of Projects $1.07B
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Palm Tran: 1996 - Present

2006 2016



19

Early 2000’s: Connecting Communities

2004 – PBIA Connected

2004 - PGA Completed

2008 – SR 80 Completed

PGA Blvd at Alt. A1A
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2017-2037

A Time of 
Multimodal 

Growth
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2017 MPO Brand and Board

• 21 Member Governing Board

• County (5)

• West Palm Beach (2)

• Boca Raton (2)

• Boynton Beach

• Delray Beach

• Lake Worth

• Riviera Beach

• Palm Beach Gardens

• Chair: Mayor Susan Haynie (2013-present)

• Jupiter

• Belle Glade

• Port of Palm Beach

• Wellington

• Royal Palm Beach

• Greenacres

• Palm Springs



Population:
1,443,810
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Population:
1,678,000
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2017 Trans. Plan

Major Projects and Programs
• Complete Streets

• Local Initiatives Program, 

• Infrastructure Surtax Projects

• I-95 Managed Lanes, Interchanges

• Turnpike Widening

• Premium Transit: Brightline, Tri-Rail, 
US 1, Okeechobee

LRTP Horizon 2040

Number of Projects 112

Total Cost of Projects $5.8 B
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We Expect More Transit Service
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We Anticipate Big Headlines…

Brightline Commences Service, Cities 
Establish Continuous Quiet Zone on FEC

Tri-Rail Commences Service in 
Northern Palm Beach County

Countywide Mobility Fee Established

Palm Beach County Chosen as Most 
Bike-Friendly County in FL
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Let’s Build 
the Future 
Together



 National Best Practices

 Street Type/Land Context Maps

 Roadway Design Tables

 Opportunity Corridors

28

Use our Complete Street Guidelines
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Street Type and Land Context Maps
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Roadway Design Tables



www.PalmBeachTPA.org/CompleteStreets 31

Opportunity Corridors



 Demographic Data

 Roadway Ownership & Lanes

 Pedestrian & Bicycle Facilities

 Transit Stops & Ridership

 Upcoming TIP Projects
32

www.PalmBeachTPA.org/Profiles

Use our Community Profiles
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Apply to the TPA for Funding

 Complete Street Projects

 Transit Capital

 Non Motorized Infrastructure

 Freight Efficiency

www.PalmBeachTPA.org/Funding
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Attend the Safe Streets Summit

 National Speakers

 Regional Partnership

 Safety/Vision Zero, 
Tactical Urbanism, 
Health/Equity
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Thank You 

for making 

Decisions that Matter


