
 
 
 
 

Summary Points of the May 16, 2013 MPO Board Meeting 
 
 
 
III.A. Treasure Cost Regional Planning Council 
 Planning Services Agreement- First Amendment 
 
 The MPO previously entered into an agreement with the Treasure Coast 
Regional Planning Council (TCRPC) to provide land use planning in conjunction with 
transportation planning activities carried out by the MPO.  Over the last three years, 
TCRPC has assisted with plans for regional greenways and trails in Palm Beach 
County, has helped evaluate passenger rail proposals, and initiated a strategic 
economic development program to facilitate transit oriented development (TOD).  The 
TCRPC also assisted various municipalities with land use planning activities to advance 
mobility functions and is actively involved in advancing the development of passenger 
rail service in Southeast Florida.  The current agreement would have expired on June 
30, 2013.  The MPO Board approved a two-year extension to the Planning Services 
Agreement with Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council (TCRPC). 
 
IV.A.   Memorandum of Understanding for Tri-Rail Coastal Link Partnership 
 
 The extension of Tri-Rail commuter rail service on the FEC Rail Corridor (“Tri-
Rail Coastal Link” service, as it is now called) has been an MPO priority for more than a 
decade.  The project is complex, with a high degree of coordination needed among a 
number of different agencies and local governments for the project to be successful.  
Discussions have been underway for the past year among the various parties to clearly 
define the roles and responsibilities of the various parties to improve efficiency, 
standardize communication and presentation protocols, and streamline the project. 
 
 A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was developed which further details 
the agency roles and responsibilities.  In addition, Florida East Coast Industries (FECI) 
is advancing the “All Aboard Florida” project, which proposes to introduce express 
intercity passenger rail service on the FEC rail corridor with proposed stations in Miami, 
Fort Lauderdale, West Palm Beach, and Orlando.  FECI has indicated a desire to 
entertain discussions with the public entities regarding the “Coastal Link” commuter 
service; but requested an agreement be established that identifies a single public “face” 
for negotiations to advance. 
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 The MOU for the Tri-Rail Coastal Link Partnership includes eight signatory 
parties:  Palm Beach, Broward, and Miami-Dade MPOs; Southeast Florida 
Transportation Council (SEFTC); South Florida Regional Transportation Authority 
(SFRTA); Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT); and the South Florida and 
Treasure Coast Regional Planning Councils.  The MOU authorizes SFRTA and FDOT 
to negotiate with FECI on behalf of the signatory parties.  The MPO Board approved the 
Memorandum of Understanding for the Tri-Rail Coastal Link Partnership. 
 
IV.B. Interactive Transportation Improvement Program 
 
 The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) contains projects using Federal, 
State and local transportation funds for a five-year period in the MPO area.  The 
Program is multi-modal and identifies the project, its limits, description of work and 
funding by phases each year of the five-year window.  The document also includes a 
map depicting the major projects for referral back to the project listing. 
 
For the last couple of years, the Palm Beach MPO has been using a program that 
provides an interactive method of accessing the TIP through the MPO’s website. The 
program uses a roadway map to show the projects throughout the county.  By clicking 
on the project, the TIP information is shown.  The program can also be used to compile 
a list of projects by type, area, year or other attributes. 
 
 At the last meeting, the board requested information on the changes from the 
previous TIP.  A presentation of the Interactive TIP was provided by the consultant at 
the meeting. 
 
IV.C. Redesignation of Southeast Florida MPOs 
 
 The Southeast Florida MPOs which include Broward, Miami-Dade and Palm 
Beach jointly concur that the three MPOs remain individually redesignated.  To that end, 
the Southeast Florida Transportation Council (SEFTC) members provided a letter 
reinforcing the desire of each MPO to remain separate, while working together through 
SEFTC on ongoing and future coordination.  The letter was approved by the MPO  
Board and will be sent to the Florida Secretary of Transportation, Mr. Ananth Prasad. 
 
V.A. Planning For Non-Motorized Transportation 
 
 A presentation on planning for non-motorized transportation was given to the 
Board by the MPO's Bicycle, Greenways, and Pedestrian coordinator.  He explained the 
activities being undertaken with regards to planning for non-motorized transportation.  
The Board was also presented with information about the status of current projects, the 
implementation of past projects, and public outreach efforts.  The Transportation 
Alternatives Grant funding program was also discussed. 
 
 
 



 
V.B. US 27 Multimodal Planning and Conceptual Engineering Study 
 
 The Board was provided with an update on the US 27 Multimodal Planning and 
Conceptual Engineering  (PACE) study conducted by FDOT District 4.  The primary 
objectives were to investigate the feasibility of a potential rail by-pass to the west of the 
densely populated urban areas along the eastern seaboard, to identify conceptual 
engineering alternatives to accommodate future regional travel demand consistent with 
Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) highway standards, and to conduct a preliminary 
assessment of the potential impact of the alternatives upon the surrounding 
environment. 
 
 The study identified freight rail service in the US 27 corridor that has the potential 
to divert train trips from the east coast Florida East Coast (FEC) and/or (CSX) railroads, 
which could relieve traffic congestion at east coast rail crossings and provide capacity 
for future passenger rail service.  A new rail line on US 27 would also connect the Port 
of Miami to the three proposed Intermodal Logistics Centers (ILCs) in the Lake 
Okeechobee region, assisting with a possible new shift in the supply chain of imported 
goods through South Florida.  A new rail could also help to attract new businesses and 
create jobs in the South Central Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern (RACEC) area 
near the proposed ILCs.  The study also provided information about the US 27 highway 
improvements needed in the three southeast counties to accommodate future trips 
generated by the three potential ILCs proposed in Palm Beach, Glades, and St. Lucie 
counties.  The study provides information to stakeholders about the potential benefits, 
costs and environmental impacts related to constructing a rail bypass along the US 27 
corridor.  The study will be used for consideration in the upcoming development of the 
regional 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan. 
 
 The MPO Board was very interested in the results of the study and the potential 
for economic growth in Palm Beach County.  Several members expressed their concern 
about waiting for ILCs to begin to develop, or waiting for when the east coast rail 
corridor requires more capacity to initiate the Project Development & Environment 
(PD&E) studies to reconstruct US 27.  The Board expressed their desire to move 
forward on this project.  
 
V.C. 2010-2020 Draft Federal Functional Classification for Public Roadways 
 
 The 2010-2020 Draft federal functional classification for public roadways was 
presented.  This decennial endeavor is carried out after the release of the census data 
and attempts to classify roadways based on their expected level of performance.  
Municipalities, the MPO and the County are required to review and comment on the 
proposed classification of public roads within their jurisdiction.  The item will return to 
the MPO Board for approval in the next couple of months. 
 
 
 



 
VI.A. Correspondence 
 
 Correspondence was received at the MPO office from a concerned citizen 
relative to the potential permanent closure of Datura Street and Evernia Street west of 
Quadrille Boulevard in West Palm Beach, due to the planned All Aboard Florida Rail 
service.  The Board was informed the concerned party was present at a recent public 
meeting and was able to voice her concerns. 
 
VI.B. Next Meeting 
 
 The next scheduled meeting will be held on Thursday, June 20, 2013 at 9:00 
A.M. in the 12th Floor McEaddy Conference Room of the Palm Beach County 
Governmental Center in West Palm Beach.  The public is always encouraged to attend, 
provide input and learn how their transportation tax dollars are put to use. 
 


